
Fulbridge Academy
Reading Curriculum



Our aim is to ensure that every child 
becomes a fluent, enthusiastic reader 
with a foundation for understanding the 
world and a positive attitude to learning.
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● Phonics is essential (and is the root of all reading/spelling)
● Fluency requires explicit practice through repeated oral reading
● ‘Reading mileage’ is needed to develop fluency via 

orthographic mapping
● Children learn to comprehend as texts progress through rich 

questioning and discussion
● Class reads of carefully chosen books develop language 

comprehension and knowledge of the world
● Independent reading is a high priority
● Rigorous assessment (of phonics, fluency and comprehension) 

and related intervention allow support where required
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● Sounds-Write phonics
● Daily shared reading as a priority
● Layered reading of decodable text (echo read and 

choral read)
● Children take home one book for shared reading and 

one book for practice 
● The book for practice matches the sounds of our 

phonics scheme to ensure decoding is embedded



Reading in Y2-Y6



● Whole-class reading instruction



Three reading structures, used flexibly 
in different proportions to meet needs in 
different year groups and classes:

Extended read Fluency read Close read
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● Most of session spent reading a longer text
● Children takes turns reading (or read silently in short, 

predetermined bursts once majority of class is fluent)
● Brief introduction to vocabulary as teacher reads
● Questions and discussion throughout, mainly to establish 

meaning
● ⅔ reading, ⅓ discussion
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Fluency read
● Short extract read aloud to children by teacher
● Children read the same extract aloud to a partner, switch roles 

and then repeat 3-4 times
● Repeat
● Text chosen so that oral reading is a challenge even after 

modelling
● ‘Performance’ of text for accountability 
● Brief introduction to vocabulary at start
● Questions and discussion at end to establish meaning
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Extended read Fluency read Close read

Different proportions of each type of 
reading sessions as children progress



fluency extended fluency extended fluencyYear 2

fluency extended fluency extended closeYear 3

fluency extended fluency extended closeYear 4

extended close fluency extended closeYear 5

extended close extended close extendedYear 6
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● 50% everything else (information texts, poetry, biographies, etc)
● Texts decided in advance

○ balance of diverse perspectives
○ integrated with curriculum



Text selection



Text selection
● 50% narrative
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● Whole-class reading instruction
● Class reading a priority, including ‘read around’ 

sessions to ensure context of book is grasped
● Reading at home monitored and supported 
● Independent reading sessions in Y4-Y6 develop 

positive reading habits


